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Abstract 

In the article, we analyse ethical and moral issues of public administration in region of 

Eastern Slovakia through some cases of the last years. We focused on self-governing regions, 

namely the Košice and Prešov self-governing regions. We identified two fundamental 

situations where failures on the side of public administrators occur: selection processes for 

vacant positions, be it directly in public administration or institutions that fall under its 

domain, and public procurement with regard to the acquisition of goods and services. The 

year 2009 was the year of elections to self-governing regions which is why a great number of 

negative cases dealt with the election campaign. Further, we stated that negative cases dealt 

with failures of bodies of self-governing regions from both the legal (breaking the law) and 

moral viewpoint. By claiming that public administrators failed morally, we meant breaking 

moral norms and rules. Contradictions, which were identified (from the ethical viewpoint), 

predominantly result from the conflict between public and private interests. In many cases, 

private interests of public administrators are preferred at the expense of public interests. And 

it is exactly this preference (a conflict of interests) that is sensitively perceived by the public. 

 

Key words: ethics, morality, moral agent, public administration, Eastern Slovakia 

 

 

Vasil Gluchman is Professor of Philosophy and Ethics at the Institute of Philosophy and 

Ethics, University of Prešov (Slovakia). He is a main author of Etika verejnej správy [Ethics 

of Public Administration], Prešov: FF PU 2010 and co-author of Etika verejnej správy na 

(východnom) Slovensku [Ethics of Public Administration in (Eastern) Slovakia], Prešov: FF 

PU 2010. 

 

Ján Kalajtzidis is PhD student at the Institute of Philosophy and Ethics, University of Prešov 

(Slovakia). Hi is a co-author of Etika verejnej správy [Ethics of Public Administration], 

Prešov: FF PU 2010 and Etika verejnej správy na (východnom) Slovensku [Ethics of Public 

Administration in (Eastern) Slovakia], Prešov: FF PU 2010. 

 

Corresponding author: 

Vasil Gluchman, Institute of Philosophy and Ethics, University of Prešov, 17. novembra 1, 

SK- 08078 Prešov (Slovakia) 

Email: vasil.gluchman@unipo.sk 

 

 

 

 


